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A Letter, dated Jan. 22, from the 
Dreadnought, having been handed 


about, one of them was accidentally 
brought on board our Ship, It ſeems 
to me ſolely calculated to blaſt the Repu- 
tation of an Officer, whom we (that 


know the . of moſt of the Offi- : 


cers in his Majeſty's Service) have in 


the. higheſt Eien : We could not help 

therefore making our Remarks upon it, 
_ which 1 here incloſe, together with the | 

Letter itſelf; and for the Truth of Y 
them I refer you to the Depoſttions, &c. 


taken at a  Court-Martial, which the || 


Captain of the Hampton-Conrt (as 4 | 
was informed) defired : It was held on 
board our Ship; I was preſent. at it, 
and have fence heard that the Minutes, 
Depoſ tions, and every Particular, is 


Printed; if bo, you have at hand all + 
hat is hers advanced in Defence of this | 


* 
* 


% 
* 
1 


Gentleman. To aſper e his Character 
em FH bare been fie fole Aim of this | 
1 25 : ; | Letter, _ 


63) 


Letter, and I believe you will foot be 
convinced it was not wrote on. board the 
Dreadnought. I knew I ſhould oblige 
von in ſending you theſe Papers, as you 
are a great Lover of Truth, and Pro- 
te 965 d Enemy to Detraction. 


I am, Sir, rn, Ee. . 


| zue, in P ee lier lu, 
1 March 2, 1744. | 


& _— 
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—_—_—— 


(4) 
The Letter from the Dzt ADNOUGHT, 


Ber. STR, 


\UNDAY Yan. 6, 1744-5, Lat. 47, 34. 
N. bore N. 80, and 15 E. diſtant 103 


ty Leagues, the Lizard bore 62 and 30 E. diſtant 
10 5 Leagues. 


In Company were his' Majeſty s Ships the 
Captain, Capt. G---n, the Hampton-Court, Capt. 


M---n, the Sunderland, Capt. B---it, and the | 


Dreadn--t, Capt. F---ks : The Hampton-Court 
carries 64 Guns, eighty-gun Ships Metal; and 
the D-----t of 6o Guns as above, i 


2 In the Morning, at Fight o Clock, we gave 
Chace to three Sail; they bore N. E. of us, 
diſtant about two Leagues from us; we near d 


them faſt, and the ſmalleſt of the three bore 


away to Leeward, and the Captain being the | 


Leewardmoſt Ship, chaced her ; We Fall near d 
our Chace. 


And A half paſt Ten ho Sunderland car- 
ried away her main Top-maſt, which obliged 


her to drop a Stern, ſo that ſne was out of Sight 4 
by Dark, 5 


About Four. in the Afternoon we faw the "I 


Captain bring her Chace to; at Night the 
H-----1-C---f was near enough to the Chace to 
make what they "re, ſo ſhe ſhiver'd her Mizen 
Top-lail 


* 


REMARKS by an Officer of the 
LENOX, Kc. 


firſt — and Diſtance. 


What is meant by the e 8 Metal Rs 
as above, I don't know, unleſs he means 
_ eighty-gun Ships, which is a Miſtake, as ſhe is 
a fixty-gun Ship of the ſmalleſt Dimenſions, | 
carrying 24 Pounders on the lower Deck, ang 


nine on the upper; | 


By the Depoſitions, the Drindengle did not 
come up with the French Ships, when they 
ſteered the ſame Courſe, till the French ſhort- 
ned Sail at Night; when they made Sail again 
at Day-light, they went from the Dreadnought, 
as did the ENTREE, when he you's chem 


Company. 


The b did not carry away her main 5 
Top- maſt till between One and Two in the 


| 3 


He told Capt. Frakes, as appears we ſeveral 
of the Depoſitions, that one was of 74 Guns, 


the other MN 


Never 


0 Seaman knows what is meant by this 


06) 
Top-fail to ſpeak to us, which ſhe did, and 
told us he took them to be French Men of 
War, one of which to be as large as him, or 
larger, and the other to be a 40 or 50 Gun 
Ship, and that he would go along Side of 
the largeſt, and our Captain faid he would take 


Ss the other; they wiſh'd to each other * js: 


Fortune. N 


be Commodore deſired we ſhould keep 
them under our Lee-Bow, ſo he ſhot a-head 
of us, he being the beſt Sailor: We kept in 
Sight of them all Night, and as for the H-----n- 
Ct, ſhe could run round them when ſhe 
Pleaſed, and we could come up with them at 
any Time; and in the Morning we ſaw that the 


1 85 1 was a-breaſt of them, but could 


ſee nothing of the Captain or Sunderland: We 
were almoſt ſo near as to engage, but we made 
all the Sail we could to get near the H 


C,, and called all Hands to Quarter, and had a 


every Thing in Readineſs, and looked every 
Minute when we ſhould engage. 1 


The 88 ſreing we were withia 


Gun-ſhot of them, thought we had a Mind 
to fight. them. | 


About Finn O'Clock, ſhe that we ck to be 
the French Commodore, and the largeſt Ship, 


flurled her Sprit-fail, as did the = Sad 
 clewed up their Top-fail and Top-gallant-fails, 


| hauled up their main Courſes, as did we, and 
hoiſted a broad Pendant, and both ſhewed 
French 


(7) 


Never nearer than two Miles. 


E believe it would be thought oreat t Folly ; in 
an Officer to begin to fire at the Diſtance men- 
tioned in the Note above, and ſeveral of the 


5 e ſay, ey were never nearer. 


f The French did ths Sail Fe this Time. 5 
for a few Minutes, and ſhewed their Colours, 2 


1 


* dd the Hampton. Court. 


0 I think 


„ 

French Colours, as if they had a Mind to enga 
We ſaw very plainly their Motions, tho 2 
ſame Time we hoiſted Engliſh Colours. 


But their Motion ſomewhat daunted Capt. : 
Mn, ſo much that he hauled his Wind, 


kept from them; he directly back'd his 


 Top-fail, and dropt a-ſtern to ſpeak to us, 
which he did, and told us that one of them 
was a 76 Gun Ship, and the other 64 ; ſaid he, 
] told 14 Ports below, and 15 above. This 
Behaviour of his very much ſurprized our Ship's 
Company, to ſee that he did not care to 0 fight 

nor even to fire one Gun. 


Our whole Ship' 8 Company went, in a ſub- 
| miſfive Manner, upon the Quarter-deck to ſpeak 


to the Captain; at the ſame Time our Captain = N 


and all the ſuperior Officers were conſulting, 
but could make nothing of it, for the like Af- 


= fair has not been heard of, that two Engliſh || 
Men of War, of our Force, ſhould be afraid || 


of two French Men of War ſo near our Force. 
Our People went and deſired to ſpeak to the 
Captain, when one of our Officers went and 
told the Captain that all the People wanted to 
fight: He poke to us, and ſaid, My Lads, 
> Dokl woe. 

ce they are above our Force, and that we cannot 


ce bring a Gun of our lower Deck to bear upon 


„ them.” The People held to continue the 
Chace, and kept to Windward of them, and, 
. N * all Means to — them, and ichen 


d you have me to do? you ſee that 


= > 
* * * 4 * 


1 think i it does not appear the 8 of the 


Hampton-Court was daunted, as, by the Depoſi- 
tions, he paſt the Fleuron, a Ship of equal Force, 


and ran along fide the N eg e of ſuperior Force, 
within Muſket-ſhot, ar 


; come. up. 


. This of the Dircadiig bt's Ship $ "Company 
going to the Captain is a 4 F iction, as I believe 
any unprejudiced Perſon that reads it will know, 

eſpecially any Sea- Officer, who muſt know the 
dangerous Conſequence of a Ship's Company 

attempting to dictate to their Officers. I believe 
the Captain of the Dreadnought knows his Duty 
too well to conſult his Ship's Company, or con- 


verſe with them in the Manner herein related. 


That they could not fight their lower Tier, the 
Depoſition of all the Officers prove; and that 
Agreement of the Captain of the Hampton 
Court and Dreadnought e to "Winton 


was the Night before, 


8 / 2 en 


continued in that Sta- 
tion till he found the SVG could not | 


= ( 10) 
they would ſtand by him while there was Man 
alive. EE 


He ſaid it was very well, and order d to make 
| Sail, 


2 The F 8 Hang: our Behaviour, let 
fall their Courſes, hoiſted their Top-gallant- 
fails, and kept their Courſe ; but at what our 

People received from the Captain they ſpirited 


again, in hopes of doing their Country. and 
: themſelves a Piece of Service. 


They gave three Huzzas, as is cuſtomary 
at any A of Joy: The H-----n-C---t being | 
near us, and ſeeing our Behaviour, Ms dropped 3 
— fide of us. | ELIE 


Our Dantain TR Trump, aud ſpoke to | 
Capt. Motyn thus; Sir, what do you take 


them to be? Meſtyn faid, I take them to be 


French Men of War. E=, Do you take 
them to be homeward-bound Ships, or Cruiſers? 


| Meſtyn, I take them to be Cruiſers, for one of I 


them has a clean Coat of Tar, very clean. 
_ F---ks, Sir, my Officers and People are of Opi- 
nion to make Uſe of our Guns. Moſtyn, I can- 
not well hear you. Bombs, We are agreed to 

5 „ 2 


Err) 


1 don t find by the Depoſitions the Dread- 


magie ever ſhortened Sail. 


The rh never | Janled hike Genet o 


: only their main Sails, and took in their T op- - 


gallant-ſails, and that not for above ten Mi- 


nutes, before they ſet them again, as will ap- 
pear by the Depoſitions of ſeveral of the Offi- 
| 2 and _ between Nine and Ten in the 


The 8 did not fall a- ſtern to 
the Dreadnought till between Four and Five in 
the Evening, when the Captain of the Hampton 
Court aſk'd the Captain of the Dreadnought, if 
he had conſulted the Officers, and what was 
their Opinion; -- who told him to continue the 
Chace, keeping to Windward of the Enemy, in 
hopes of more moderate Weather, which they 


did 'till it was dark. 


The Depoſition 7 Capt. Faves ben ot 

falſe and malicious the ſuppoſed Converſation 
between the two Captains 1s : Tt certainly was 
their Opinions to keep to Windward, in hopes 
of moderate Weather, and to make as of their 


+ Guns, if both could have come into the Action. 


The Hampton-Court's Boat was ſent on board 
the Dreadnought, but about the Time they left 


off Chace, which appears to be about Dark, and 
B . then 


(12) 


* them. Moſtyn, So are mine; but you 
fee how upright they are in the Water, to what 
We are, and cannot open one lower Port. F--ks, 
My Officers are agreed to keep to Windward 
of dee and, if the Weather be moderate, to 
make uſe of our Guns. Moftyn, Very well, 
Sir, as you pleaſe. Fi, Very well, Sir. 
We all expected to have continued the Chace, 
but we had not very well trimmed our Sails, 
but, to our Surprize, we ſaw the Hampton- 
Court bring to, and hoiſt out her Boat: We 
brought to, and he came on board of us, and 


Invited our Captain to dine with him, which _ 
he did. 


Ag in the mean \ Then 4 we b l the French- 


1 men Try to, and found 1 in our Channel, 


"In Lat. 48: 20 N. Longitude 7: 52 W. we 


bore E. diſtant 34 Leagues, the Lizard bore 5 
N. 46 E. Diſtance 42 Leagues. Py 


We left off Chace about Three 0 Clock, 


1 ANY you, if we are not able to fit, . 


the Enemy at ſo equal a Chance, of what Uſe . 


| | the; Expence that the Nation is at, were all 
Jt our Commanders of Opinion with us? and fur= 
= her, 
18 


E ² u 4 ne BIND U — — —— 


| (13). 
then only to know the 1 of (Cas Fut 
and his 3 | 


Shaw the Letter-Writer ſhows little 1 
ment as a Seaman :. What he calls bringing to, 
to ſound, was no other than the ſternmoſt Ship 
taking in Stays, and bracing about her Head 
Sails to box her off; this was before they left 


off Chace, and the French five Miles ahead, 


_- Theſe Bearings no Seaman-can under ſtand. 


1 has been he ad, 10 the Depoſi- 
tions prove it, that they did not leave off Lines 


8 til Night. 


1 They did not continue Chas: FX: the Rea- 5 

„ given in the Depoſition, as, by their Reck- 
oning, they muſt either ſee, or be aſhore upon 
| ry before the Morning, and little _ S 
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ther, how. long the War muſt continue at this 
Way of Fighting? But this is not all; for we 
had the beſt View in the World to continue 


Chace, the reſt of our Fleet being cruiſing off 
the Channel; ſo that it was very likely we 


ſhould have drove them amongſt ſome of our 
Fleet; or, as we had the Weather-Gage of 
5 them, to have drove upon our Shore. All that 
is in it, if we engaged them, we ſhould have 
brought them with Honour to England, as we 
afterwards heard by the Ship the Captain re- 
took. The . J would give, but tiiat 1 
know you have heard of it before now, and as 
our Officers, and ſeveral People in the Stup, do 
; purpoſe to make this Action publick. I hope 


you will not be the laſt, as I have taken Care 


to let you know juſtly the Particulars, as ſoon 
as it can be known, except by Diſpatches. Wor | 
this may be of ſome Satisfaction to you, to let 
you know that the Frenchmen came from St. 
Domingo, and has upwards of a hundred Paſ- 
ſengers, topping Merchants, their Families, and 
Effects, which muſt be very conſiderable. It is 
_  faid by the Frenchmen that were in the Priva- 


teer that the Captain retook, that they had in 


them twelye Millions of Dollars ; but this I 
cannot affirm, but it will be known by the Cap- 


ain of the Privateer that is carried to France 
by them. 


Now you may edler, nn an Aüentege 5 


' fach a Conqueſt would have been to the Na- 
tion. But tho! our Commanders had not Cou- 
8 to * two Privateers, the groan and 


Dartmouth 


- * 


Kas) 


lity of any of our Men of War cruiſing there. 
As to the Riches of the two Ships, I heard the 
Lieutenant of the Fleuron ſay on our Quarter- 
deck, that they had not any Money aboard. 
I ſhould think a French Officer would not looſe 
ſuch an Opportunity of — the Behaviour 
of the French Captains, who had it in their 
Power to have engaged the Hampton-Court two 
to one, and muſt have diſabled her before the 
Dreadnought came up: And the faid Lieute- 
nant of the Fleuron, who commanded the 


Dartmouth Privateer, declared upon his Parole 
of Honour, before the Court-Martial, that the 


Neptune was commanded by the Count Deſpi= 

ney, that ſhe mounted 74 Guns, and 680 Men; 

and that the Fleuron was cn by the . 

Count De Gout, mounted 64 — and — 
5 Men. 1 1 85 5 


dew . . . 
5 Conſider (to uſe the Leder in 8 \ Words) 5 
| how raſh and inconſiderate it would have been 
for the Hampton-Court to have begun the Ac- 


(26) 
5 Dartmouth Galley, engaged them: The latter 
they took, which the Captain retook ; but the 
former got away. Now look at our Command- 
ers in their clear Colours, and you will think as 
I do, that it would be a Sin to hide from the 
World ſuch an Officer as this. I beg, Sir, if 
there is from this any Thing made publick, as 
I hope there will, . you will fend me a 
N wars wig Lak 1 


(17). 


Ports, makes it appear how little Probability 
there was even of- ſaving our own Ships, had the 


PFF 8 UN OE 


luſtrates this more than any Thing I can lay. 


| Upon the Whole, I think the Minutes of the 
Court-Martial, with the ſeveral Examinations 


and Depoſitions, ſufficiently juſtify the Cha- 


rafters of theſe Officers in tha Eye of all im- 
partial Men: But I wiſh thoſe who have pub- 

iſhed this ſcurrilous Letter would ſeriouſly con- 
ſider how tender the Character of an Off- 


cer is. 


tion at theſe Diſadvantages, and how little 
: Proſpect there was of a Conqueſt : The Situa- 
tion of the Ships at the Time of their hawling 
up their Main-ſails (the only Time they ſeemed | 
to offer Battle) in reſpe& to their carrying their 


Hampton-Court then begun the Engagement; 
for the Advantages were too apparently on the 
' Side of the French; the Hampton-Court muſt 
| have been diſabled before the Dreadnought could 
have come to their Aſſiſtance, and both have 
fallen an eaſy Prey to the Enemy. Our Miſ- 
fortune in the Loſs of the Northumberland = 
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